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Condo Living Considerations
STORAGE 
Some condos have storage lockers,  but usual ly there are no att ics or basements to 
store belongings. 

OUTDOOR SPACES 
Yards and outdoor areas are usual ly smal ler in condos, so i f  you l ike to garden or 
entertain outdoors,  this  may not  
be a good f i t .  However,  i f  yardwork isn’t  your favorite,  a condo may be the perfect 
option for you. 

AMENITIES 
Many condo propert ies have swimming pools,  f i tness centers,  gardens,  and other 
faci l i t ies that the HOA maintains.  The same amenit ies could be cost ly to instal l  and 
maintain in a s ingle-family residence. 

MAINTENANCE 
Many condos have onsite maintenance personnel to care for common areas,  do 
repairs in your unit ,  and let workers in when you’re not home. 

SECURITY 
Many condos have keyed entr ies and or even door attendants.  Plus,  you’ l l  be closer 
to other people in case of an emergency. 

RESERVES AND HOA FEES 
Although fees general ly help pay for amenit ies and provide savings for future repairs, 
you wi l l  have to pay the fees agreed to by the board, whether or not you use every 
amenity. 

RESALE 
Ease of sel l ing your unit  is  more dependent on what else is  for sale in your bui lding, 
s ince units are general ly s imi lar.  Single-family homes have more var iables.

FREEDOM 
Although you have a vote,  the rules of the condo associat ion can affect your abi l i ty 
to use your property.  For example,  some condos prohibit  home-based businesses. 
Others prohibit  pets.  Be sure to read the covenants,  restr ict ions,  and bylaws careful ly. 

PROXIMITY 
You’re much closer to your neighbors in a condo or townhome. I f  possible,  try to 
meet your c losest prospect ive neighbors before making a decis ion. 


