Below are some general questions and answers relative to the William Street Historic
District, These are meant as an overview. Specific questions shoukd be explored by
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Introduction to the By-law

reading the entire By-law.
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6. How are building permits handled io the William St. Historle District?

What properties are included in the Wiltiam Street Historic District?

Those properties facing on William Street and some contiguous streets
beginning at Woodlawn Avenue and extending along William Street short of

Look Street.

By a Commission consisting of seven members and up to seven alternare

. How is the Historic District administered?

members.

How are the members appointed?

By the Sel to- include i from the local historical sociery,
American Institute of Architects, and board of realtors, and one or more
residents or owners of property in the William Street Historic District.
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No building permit may be issued in the William Street Historic District until
the Building Inspector receives a certificate of appropriateness, non-
applicability, or hardship from the William Street Historic District

." What s the prime concern of the William Street Historic Distriet
Commission?
Exterior archil al features of buildings or structures.

. To what does the Commission’s jurisdiction extend?

. Terraces, walks, driveways, sidewalks, pools, and other similar

strucrures.
. Walls and/for fences. 3. Paint color other than white.
Calor of roof material other than black or approved natural
shingles.
. Size and freguency of signs. 6. Demolition of buildings.
Reconstruction. 8, New structures.
Additions. 1. Lighting fistures.

Commission.
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by a study committee unless the Commission or commissions recommend otherwise;
and (¢} # the William Street Historic District is to be redaced writien notice as above
provided of the Commission’s hearing on the propesal shall be given to said owners
of each property in the District. -

Sectiom 12 The by-law creating the William Street Historic District may, from time
1o time, be amended in any manner not inconsistent with the provisions of Chapter
372, Acts of 1960, as most recently amended by Chapter 359, Acts of 1971, by a two
thirds vote of a town meeting, provided that the substance of such amendment has first
been submitied to the William Street Historic District Commission for its
recommendation and its recommendation has been received or sixty days have etapsed
without such recommendation. :

Section 13 In the event that any provision of this by-law, or application thereof,

shall be held to b invalid by the proper authority, this shall not be construed 10 affect

the validity of any other provision, or application thereo, of this by-law.

This amendment to the William Street Historic District By-Law (adopted May 7,
1975), has been adopted at the Annnal Town Meeting of May 8, 1991, under Article
62 of the Town Meeting Warrant. This jrinting. inclades technical amendmests
approved at the Town Meeting of October 22, 1991, tnder Article 7 of the Town
Meeting Warrant.

February 3, 1992

Boston, Massachusetts

The foregoing amended Wilkiam Street Historic District by-law adopted under

Article 62 of the wartant is bereby approved.

Scott Harshbarger
Attorney General

A rie COpy,
Aftest:

Marian A, McClure
Town Clerk of the
Town of Tisbury
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7. When is a certificate of appropriateness issued?

When a proposed effort affecting the exterior architectural feature{s} of a
structure has beea determined by the Commission to be appropriate for or
compatible with the preservation or protection of the William Street Historic
Tristrict.

8. When is a certificate of non-applicability issued?

if the proposed work does not involve any exterior architectural feature ot
involves an exterior architectural feature rot subject (o review, a certificate of
non-applicability is issued upen reguest.

9. What exterior architectural features in the District are NOT sabject
to review by the William Street Historic District Commission?

1. Temporary structures of signs.

2. Storm doors and windows, screens, window air conditioners, anfennag,

- and similar apportenances.. - . . A

3. Additiona! features as may be determined by the William Street Historic
District Commission from (ime to time after a public hearing.

4. Ordinary maintenance, repair, or replacement {not involving changes}, -

certain landscaping or requirements certified by a public officer as - -

necessary for the public safety.
10. When is a certificate of hardship issued?

If owing to conditions especially affecting the strocture but not generally
affecting the William Street Historic District, and if failure to approve an
application will involve substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, an
application may be approved providing there is not substantial detriment fo
the public welfare and substantial derogation from the intent and purpose of
the By-law. A public hearing is required. However, il a decision is not made
within 60 days from the application, the approval of the certificate of hardship
is deemed to have been granted,

11. What happens when a certificate is not granted?

The applicant must be notified in writing of the reasons for disapproval, and
the decision filed with the Town Clerk and appropriate offices.
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12. What are the provisions for appeal if an application for a certificate
is denied? ’

Within twenty (20) days after the adverse decision, the applicant may appeal
to the Dukes Countly Superior Court which has the power 1o overrule
decisions of the William Street Historic District Comntission.

13. How are the provisions of the By-law and the rutings of the Com-
mission enforced?

By (he Dukes County Supericr Court, which may issue injunctions, impose
fines, and order compliance.

14, What are the time limits for Commission action?
1. 14 days to decide if the application involves exterior features subject to
approval,
2. i east 14 days to annonace a public hearing,
3. 60 days after Fling of application to make 2 determination.

15. How can the William Street Historie District be enlarged er reduced?

By foliowing a procedure, including public hearings, similar o that used to
establish the District originally.

16. How can this By-law be changed?

.By a twa thirds vote of a Town Meeling.

The text of the By-law begins on page 5 »
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aotice of the application shall be given to the owners of all adjoining property and
other property deemed by the Commission to be materially affecled thereby as.above
provided and ten days shall elapse after the mailing of such notice belore the
Commission may act upon the application.

Section 9 Any apphcant aggrieved by a determination of the Commission may,
within twenty days alier the Fling of the notice of such determination with the Town
Clerk, appeal to the supetior court sitting in equity lor the County of Dukes County.
The court shall hear all pertinent evidence and shall annul the determination of the
Commission if it finds the decision of the Commission to be unsupported by the
evidence, or o exceed the anthority of the Commission, or may remand the case for
further action by the Commission or make such other decree as justice and equity may
require. The remedy provided by this section shall be exclusive: but the parties shall
have all rights of appeal and exceptien as in other equity cases. ‘Cost shall not be
allowed against the Commission umless it shall appear 1o the court that the
Commassion acted withgnss negligence, in bad faith, or with malice in the maner
from which the appeal was taken. Cost shall not be allowed against the party
appealing from such determination of the Commission unless it shall appear to the
court that the appellant acted in bad faith or with malice in making the appeal to the
court. ’ ’ : )

Section 18 The superior court sitting in equity for the County of Dukes County -
shall have jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of this by-law and the delermtinations,
rufings, and regulations issued pursuant thereto and may, upon the petition of the
Board of Selectmen or the Commission, restrain by injunction violations thereof, and,
withoul Limitation, such court may order the removal of any building, structure, or
exterior architectural feature comstructed in violalion thereof, or the substamiial
restoration of any building, structure, or exterior architectural feature alered or
demolished in violation thereof, and may issue such other orders for relief as may be
equitabte.

Whoever viclates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be punished by a fine of
not less than ten doltars nor more than five hundred dollars. Each day during any
portion of which a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense.

Section 11 The William Street Historic District may be enlarged or reduced or an
additional historic district in the Town of Tisbury created in the manner provided for
the creation of this District, except that {a) in the case of the enlargement or reduction
of this Historic District, the investigation, report and hearing shall be by the William
Street Historic District Commission instead of by a study committee; (b} in the case
of the creation of an additional historic district the investigation, report, and hearing
shall be by the William Street Historic District Commission of the Town of Tisbury,



(i) The Commission shall have, in addition to the powers, authority and
duties granted to ¥ by this act, such other powers, authority and
daties as may be delégated or assigned to it from fime to time by
vote of the town meeting. - - .

Section 8 Meetings of the Commission shall be held at the call of the chairman
and shall be called at the request of two members of the Commission and in such
other manner as the Commission shali determine in its rules. A majority of the
members of the Commission shall constitite a quorum. The concurring vote of a
majority of the members of the Commission shall be necessary 1o issuc a certificate
of appropriateness, a certificate of non-applicabifity, or a certificate of hardship.

The Commission shall determine prompily, and in all evems within fourteen days after
the filing of an application for a certificate of appropriateness, a certificate of non-
applicability, or a certificate of hardship, as the case may be, whether apolication
involves any estetior architectural featores which are subject to approval by the
Commission. If the Commission determines that such application involves any such
features which aré subject to approval by the Commission; the Cammission shall hold
a pibfic hicaring o0 such application unless such hearing is dispensed with as
hereinafter provided.

The Commission shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing on any application and
shall give public notice of the time, place, and purposes thereof at least fourteen days
before said bearing in such manmer as it may determine, aod by mailing, postage
prepaid, a copy of said notice to the applicant, to the owners of all adjoining property
as they appéar on the most recent real estale tax list of the Board of Assessors, to the
Planning Board of the town, (o any person filing written request for notice of such
hearings, suck request to be renewed yearly in December, and o such other persons
as the Commission shalt deem entitled to notice.

As soom as convenient after such a public hearing but in any event within sidty days
after the filing of the application, or such lesser period as the ordinance or by-law may
provide, or within such further time as the applicant may aflow in wriling, the
Commission shall make a determination on the application. If the Commission shall
fail to make a determination within such a period of time, the Commissicn shall
thereupan issue a certificate of hardship,

A public hearing an an application need not be held if such hearing is waived in
writing by all persons entitled te notice thereof. In addition, a public hearing on an
application may be waived by the Commission if the Commission determines that the
exterior architectural feature involved, or its category or color, as the case may be, is
so insubstantial in its effect on the William Street Historic District that it may be
reviewed by the Commission without a public hearing on the application provided,
however; that if the Commission dispenses with a public hearing on the apphication

5. William Street Historic District By-Law

BY-LAW

Section 1 The Historic District established by this By-law is to be known as the
William Street Historic District of the Town of Tisbary, and shall include ali properties
lying within a perimeter-described as follows:

Beginning at the scuthern juncture of Woodlawn Avenue and Main
Street, and continuing scuth along the western beundary of Main
Strezt 550 feet, more or less, to include the properties correatly ider-
tified on the Assessor’s Map of the Town of Tisbury as Map 6, Block
D, Numbers 1 and 2, and 4 through 8 consecutively and contiguonsly,
and Map 7, Block C, Namber 3,

thence west and north 88 feet and 35 feet, more or less, to Colonial
Lane; thence west along Colonial Lane 67.5 feet, more or less, to the
northeastern bound of the lot identified as 7-C-1,

thence southerly 1,100 feet, mare of less, along the eastern bounds
of the properties identified as 7-C-1, 7-C-15, 7-C-14, 7-C-13, 7-C-12,
7-C-1% (also known as the Christ United Methodist Episcopal
Charch), and crossing over Church Street and continuing along the
castern boundaries of the properties identified as 7-G-2, 7-G-11, and
7-G-10, including the narrow strip between these two last-named
properties, and crossing Center Street te the properties identified as
7-N-2 and 7-N-10,

thence crossing Spriag Street to the northeast bound of the property
identified as 8-C-3, thence to the north and easterly bounds of the
property identified as 8-C-2,

thence 1o the southwest bound of the property identified as 8-C-2,
and thence westerly 600 feet, more or less, along the -southern
boundaries of the propetty identified as 8-C-1, and crossing Camp
Street to the cast bound of the propetty identified as 8-D-9, then
along the southeastern boundaries of the properties identified a5 8-D-
8, 3-D-7 and 8-D-6, thence noetherly 620 feet, more or less, along the
western: bourdaries of the properties identified as 8-D-6 and 8-D-5,
and crossing over William Street and thence along the western
boundaries of the properties idemiified as 8-B-10 and &-B-4,
continuing to Spring Street, thence casterly 260 feet, more or less,
along Spring Street to Franklin Street, to include the properties
identified as 8-B-4, 8-B-5, and 8-B-6,
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thence crossing over Spring Street and proceeding northerly 300 feet,
more ot less, along Franklin Street 1o Center Street, to include the
properties identified as 7-M-5 and 7-M-1 {also known as the Village
Cemetery},

thence easlerly 270 feet, more or less, to the northwest bound of the
property identified as ¥-M-2, and crossing Center Street o the
southwest bound of the property identified as 7-H-6,

thence northerly 1,250 feel, more or less, along the western
bovtdaries of the properties identified as 7-H-6, 7-H-5, and 7-H.3,
then crossing Church Street and continning along the western
boundaries of the properties identified as 7-B-5, 7-B-4 and 7-B-4.1,
7-B-3, and 7T-B-2, then crossing Colonial Lane and continuing along
the western boundaries of the properties identified as 6-E-6, 6-E-53,
6-E-3, to and including the northwest bound of the property identified
as 6-E-2 {also known as Grace Episcopal Church},

theace easterly 355 feet, more of less;” aloag Woodlawn Avenue,
crossing Wilham Street, to the place of bepinning, incieding Grace
Episcopal Church and the property identified as 6-D-1.

Inciuded is & map of the district which is incorporated into the By-ltaw., Any discrep-
ancy which may oceur between the map and the Assessors’ identification system will
be resolved . favor of the map. : :

Section 2 The Wiliam Strect Fhstoric District Commission established by this By-
Law is tc consist of sever members. This Commisston shall be appointed by the
Board of Selectmen, and shall include: one member from two nominees submitted by
the local historical sociely, or, in the absence thereof, by the Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiguities; one member from two nominees submitted
by the Chapter of the American Institute of Architects covering the area; one member
frem two nominees submiited by the beard of realtors, if any, covering the area; and
one or more residents i or owners of property i the historic district to be
administered by the Commission. H within 3¢ days after submission of a written
request for aominations fo an organization entitled to submil nominations for
membership on the Commission, oo such nominations have been made, the appointing
body may proceed to make the appoiniment to the Commission without nomination
by such organization. '

The appoittments to membership in the Commission shall be arranged so that the
term of at least one member will expire each year, and their successors shall be

11
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otherwise, to the applicant and whether such application may be
approved without substantial detriment to the public welfare and
without substantial derogation frem the infent and purposes of this
chapter. If the Commission determines that owing to such conditions
failure to approve ac apphcation will involve substantial hardship (o
the applicant and approval thereof may be made without such
substantial detriment or derogations, or, in the event of [ailure to
make a determination within the time specihed m Section 8, the
Commission shall canse a certificate of hardship to be issuved to the
applicant.

(d) Each cerlificale issued by the Commission shall be dated and signed by
its chairman, vice-chairman, sectetary or such other persen
designated by the Commission to sign such certificates on its behalf,

{e) The Commission shall keep a permanent record of its resolutions,
transactions and determinations, and of the vote of each member
participating therein, and may adopt and amend such rules and
regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of this act and
prescribe such forms as it shall deem desirable and necessary for the
regulation of its affairs and the condoct of iis business. The
Commission shall file a copy of any such rules and regulations with
the Town Clerk.

{fy The Commission shall file with the Tewn Clerk and with any department
of the town having authority to issue building permits a copy or a
notice of all certificates and determinations of disapproval isszed by
it. :

(g} The Commission may after public hearing set forth in such manner as it
may determine the varjous designs for certain appurtenances, such as
Lght fixtures, and a roster of certain colors of paint and roofing
materials which will meet the requirements of the William Street
Historic District, but ac such determination shall limit the right of an
applicant to present other designs ot colors 1o the Commission for its
approval.

(k} The Commission may, subject to appmpnatm employ clerical and
- technical assistants or  consultants and incor other expenses
-appropriate to the carrying on of its work, and may accept money and
gifts and expend the same for such purpeses. The Commission may
administer on behall of the town any properties or easemends,
restrictions or other interests in real property which the own may
have or may accept as gifts or otherwise and which the town may
designate the Commission as administrator thereof.
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dmagerm.ls comidition, nor constraed to prevert any construction or alteration under a
duiytss&edpnortoﬁeeﬁ'ecﬁve dﬁteafthe Willsam Street Hsstonchstﬁcti)y-
law,

Section 7 The Commission shalf E&‘h‘e the follo’wmg adchtmnal powers, functions
and duties:

{a) If the Commission determines that the construction or alteration for
which an apphcation for a certificate has been filed will be
appropriate for or compatible with the preservation or protection of
the William Steeet Historic District, the Commission shall cause a
certificate of appropriatensss to be issued to the applicant. In the
case of a disapproval of an application for a - certificate of
approprizteness the Commission shall place upon its records the
reasons for such determination and shali forthwith cause a notice of
its determination, accompanied by a copy of the reasons therefor as
set forth in the records of the Commission, to be ssued to the
applicant, and the Commission may make rec{)mmenﬁauons to the
applicant- with' respect to appropriateness of design, arrangement,

- texture, miateriad and similar featires: Prior to-the isswance of any
disapproval the Commission may notify the applicant of its proposed
action acopmpanied by recommendations of changes in the applicant’s
proposal whick, i made, would make the application acceptable 1o
the Commission. If within fourteen days of the receipt of such notice
the applicant files a written modification of his application in con-
fomutywrth the recommended changes of the Commission, the Com-
mission shall cause a certificate of appropriateness to be issued to the

applicant.

(b) In the case of a determination by the Commission that an application for
a certificate of appropriateness or for a certificate of non-applicability
does not involve any exterior architectural feafure, er involves an
exterior architectural feature which is not then subject to review by
the Commission in accordance with the provisions of Section 8, the
Commission silzl] cause a certificate of non-apphcahﬂ:iy to be issued
] tiu: apphczm. -

(c) If the construction or alteration for which an application for a certificate
of appropriateness has beéen filed shall be determined 1o be
inapprepriate, or in the event of an application for = certificate of
hardship, the Commission shall determine whether, owing to
conditions especiafly affecting the buildiag or structure involved, but
not affecting the William Street Historic District generally, faifure to
approve an application will invelve a sabstantial hardship, financial or

appointed in the same manner s the origizal appoiatmeat, for terms of three years.
Vacancies for unexpired terms shall be filled in the same manoer as the criginal

appointments.

Alternate members, who peed net be from nominees of organizations entitled to
nominate members, may be appointed, not to exceed in number the principal or
regular members. Their term shall be 3 years. In the case of absence, inability to act,
or unwillingness to acl because of self-imterest on the part of a member of the
Commission, that member’s place shall be taken by an alternate member designated
by the Chairman of the Commission. Each member and alternate member shall
contirue in office after the expiration of his term until his successor is duly appointed
and qualified. Alf members shall serve without compensation. The Commission shall
elect anmyally a Chairman and a ¥ice-Chairman from its own number, and a Secretary
fzom withia or without its owa number,

Section 3 Excepl as this by-law may otherwise provide in accordance with Section
Five and/or Section Six, no builkding or structire within the William Street Historic -~
Ehistrict shialt be constracted or altered in any way that affects exterior architectural -
features unless the Commission shall first have issued a certificate of appropriateness,
a certificate of non-applicability, or a oerltﬁcate o\f hards]‘:up with respect to sush :

constrection or alteratlm:: :

Any person who clesa:es bo obtain a certiﬁcate from the Commission shall file with the
Commission an application [or 2 certificate of appropriateness, a certficate of nom-
applicability, or a certificate of hardship, as the case may be, in such form as the
Comemission may reasonably determibe, together with such plans, elevations,
specifications, malerial and other information, includieg in the case of demolition or
removal a statement of the proposed condition and appearance of the property
thereafter, as may be reasonably deemed necessary by the Commission to enable it to
make a determination on the application.

No building permit for constreciion of a buildiag ot structure or for alteration 'of an
exterior architectural feature within the William Street Historic District, and no
demolition permit for demolition or removal of a building or structure within the

. Wiliiam Street Historic Diserict shall be issued by the Town or any department thereof

umtil the certificate required by this Section has been issued by the Commission.

Sectiond  In passiog upon matters before it, the Commission shall consider, among
other things, the histeric and architectural value and significance of the site, building,
or structure;, the general design arrangement, texture, material, and color of the
features involved; and the relation of such features to similar features of buildings and
structure in the surrounding area. '
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The authority of the Commission shall extead further to the review of the following
cabegories:

L. Terraces, walks, driveways, sidewalks, pools, and similar structures.
2. Decks, porches, and olker accessory structures,

3. Walls and fences, or either of them.

4, The color of paint, other than white,

3. The color of the materials used on roofs, other than black or approved
ratural shingles,

6. Gutdoor lighting fixtures, such as post, doorway, and driveway/walkway
lights visible from the street.

=

Signs (consisting of letters painted on wood without symbol or trademark,
and if laminated, lluminated only indirectly) which, if permitied by
a certificate of appropriateness shall conform to the following

{a} Non-residential buildings or structures in the District may include
one sign of not more than ten square feet (1440 sqiare
inches) in total area, plans for which must be pre-sented to
and approved by the Commission.

(b) Residential use of any building or structure within the District
may inchide one sign advertising ownership, gccupancy, or
services offered, of not more than cne square fool (144
square inches) in total area, plans for which must be
presented to and approved by the Commission.

(¢} Notwithstanding sub-sections {a) and (b) abowe, signs containing
brief histerical information, and of a design approved by the
Commission, may be attached 1o any building or structure
within the District upon the approvat of the Commission.

8. The reconstruction, substantially similar iri exterior design, of a building,
structure, or exterior archilectural featwre damaged or destroyed by
fire, storm, or other disaster, provided such reconstraction is begun
within one year thereafter and carried forward with due diligence.

In the case of new comstruction or additions to existing buildings or structures the
Commission shall consider the appropriateness of the size and shape of the building
or strycture both in relation to the land area upen which the buitding or struciere is
sitvated and to buildings and struetures in the vicinity, and the Commission may in

E
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appropriate cases impose dimensicnal and set-back requirements in addition to those
requited by the applicable ordinance or by-law. The Commission shalt not consider
interior arrangements or architectural features not subject to public view.

The Commission shall not make any recommendations or requirements except for the
purpose of preventing developments incongruous fo the historic aspects or the
architectural characteristics of the surroundings and of the William Street Historic
District.

Section §

A. The authority of the Commission shall ne¢ extend to the review of any of the
following categories of buildings or structures or exterior architectural features
in the William Street Historic District and, in this event, the buildings or
struciures or architectural features 5o excluded may be constructed or altered
within the William Street Historic District without review by the Commissioa:

1. Temporary structures or signs, subject, however, to such conditions as to
duration of use, location, Lighting, removal, and similar matters as the
Commission may reasonably specify.

2. Storm doors and windows, screens, window air cenditioners, antennae, and
. similar appurtenances, or any one or more of them.

B. The Commission may delermine from time to time after public hearing that
certain calegories-of exterior architectural features, colors, structures, or signs,
including, without limitation, any of those enumerated under Section 5.A i the
provistons of this by-law do not Limit the authority of the Commission with
respect thereto, may be constructed ar altered without review by the
Commission. without causing substantial derogation from the intent and
purposes of Chapter 372, Acts of 1960, most recently amended by Chapler
359, Acts of 1971

C. Upon request, the Commission shall issue a certificate of non-applicability with
respect Lo construction or alteration in any category then not subject to review
by the Commission in accordance witk the provisions of paragraphs 5.A and
5.B.

Section & Mothing in this by-law shal! be construed to preveni the ordinary
maintenance, repair, or replacement of any exterior architectural feature within the
William Street Historic District which does not involve a change in design, material,
color, or the outward appearance thereof, nor to prevent landscaping with plants, trees,
or shrubs, nor construed to prevent the meeting of requirements certified by 2 duly
authorized public officer to be necessary for public safety because of an unsafe or





